April 4, 2000
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

———

REPORT OF THE CORPORATION
FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Commerce:

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 19(3) of the
Public Telecommunications Act of 1992
(Public Law 102-356), I transmit here-
with the report of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 4, 2000.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

STATE DEPARTMENT HAS CER-
TIFIED CUBA AS CHILD-ABUSER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to refer to an article
that was in Human Events on February
18 of this year entitled ‘‘State Depart-
ment has Certified Cuba as a Child-
abuser’” country. And the article reads
as follows, “‘the Clinton State Depart-
ment’s most recent annual human
rights report describes Fidel Castro’s
Cuba as a vicious police state where
children in particular are targeted for
abuse by the government, but that, ap-
parently, means nothing to the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service, an
agency of Attorney General Janet
Reno’s Justice Department, which re-
mains determined to deny even an ini-
tial political asylum hearing to a 6-
year-old Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban boy
who arrived in Florida on Thanks-
giving Day clinging desperately to an
inner tube.

An INS spokesman told Human
Events last week that the agency will
not alter its position because of infor-
mation in the State Department re-
port. The INS has determined, said
spokesman Maria Cardona, that the
true will of the boy’s father is that he
be returned. Is it impossible, she asked
rhetorically, that a little boy could
grow up in a loving family in Cuba?

President Castro exercises control
over all aspects of Cuban life through
the Communist Party and the state se-
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curity apparatus says the State De-
partment report published in February
1999. A new report is due out in a few
weeks.

Castro says the report uses agents of
the Ministry of the Interior to inves-
tigate and suppress all public dissent.
The agents recruit informers through-
out Cuban society to create a pervasive
system of vigilance. Jailed dissidents
face a prison system designed to ter-
rorize. Prison guards and state security
officials says the State Department
also subjected activists to threats of
physical violence, systematic psycho-
logical intimidation and with deten-
tion or imprisonment in cells with
common and violent criminals, aggres-
sive homosexuals or state security
agents posing as prisoners.

The report also cites widespread tu-
berculosis, hepatitis, parasitic infec-
tions and malnutrition in Castro’s pris-
ons. Prison officials, it says, regularly
confiscate food or medicine brought to
political prisoners by their relatives.

Short of imprisonment, Cuban dis-
sidents are frequently targeted for sys-
tematic harassment campaigns or acts
of repudiation. Castro routinely
conscripts children, get this, conscripts
children to participate in these cam-
paigns in which neighbors, fellow work-
ers and members of state-controlled or-
ganizations are corralled in front of a
target’s house. Once in place, they are
coached to yell obscenities, damage
property, and even physically attack
the target.

In 1998, for example, Castro targeted
the family of a journalist whom he or-
dered arrested for allegedly insulting
him. Communist Party leaders and
government officials conscripted local
workers and grade school students and
high school students to rally in front of
the family’s home and shout obsceni-
ties at the occupants before plain-
clothes security agents bashed down
the door and beat family members.

Cuban youths are also forced to pro-
vide labor to the state. The govern-
ment employs forced labor, including
that by children reports the State De-
partment.

All students over age 11 are expected
to devote 30 to 45 hours of their sum-
mer vacation to farm work, laboring up
to 8 hours per day.

These are among the reasons that the
U.S. Cuban Reconstruction Act has
held that Cuban refugees reaching U.S.
soil should presumptively be consid-
ered political refugees who face a
“well-founded fear of persecution”
back in Cuba.

Janet Reno has short-circuited this
law by claiming that only Elian’s fa-
ther has the standing to apply for asy-
lum on Elian’s behalf in the United
States. If the State Department is
right, of course, for Elian’s father to
apply could lead, at a minimum, to an
“act of repudiation” in front of his
home.

If returned to Cuba as Janet Reno
wishes, Elian also would have to repu-
diate his mother, who in her own elo-
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quent act of repudiating Castro gave
her life to bring her son to freedom.

These are things I think the Amer-
ican people ought to think about before
they make judgment about whether or
not this boy should be sent back to a
Communist prison in Cuba.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOBSON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SENATOR
MAURINE NEUBERGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a former mem-
ber of the other body who passed away
in February, former Senator Maurine
Neuberger. My interest in Senator
Neuberger stems not only from her
achievements as a legislator but also
because we share a family connection,
albeit somewhat distant. Senator
Neuberger was my great uncle’s sister-
in-law.

Maurine Neuberger served one term
in the U.S. Senate from 1961 to 1967,
one of the most significant periods in
our Nation’s history. She was known as
an outspoken advocate for consumers,
candid and brutally honest in her
views, and unafraid to take on even the
most entrenched interests. The author
of a 1961 Saturday Evening Post article
described her as, quote, a woman of
independent spirit who feels it is more
important to be herself than to bow to
the demands of conformity.

Maurine Neuberger was born in 1907
in Cloverdale, Oregon. The daughter of
a doctor and dairy farmer, she became
a teacher in the Portland school dis-
trict. It was there that she met her
husband and future political partner,
Richard Neuberger. Dick Neuberger
was already making a name for himself
as a journalist and a legislator, and
after serving in World War II as a cap-
tain, he ran for and was elected to the
Oregon Senate. When the couple was
returning from an East Coast trip a
year later, Dick mentioned that the
State House seat in their area was
opening up and Maurine said, ‘I wish
I'd known that. I would have run for
it.” Dick took the offhand comment
very seriously and after a long con-
versation over a few hundred miles of
road, the couple pulled over and they
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